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Mr. "Webster says in Ms Autobiography:

"Accordingly, I -went to Boston in July, to pass a few months in
some office. I had not a single letter, and knew nobody in the place to
which I was going, except Dr. Perkins, then a yery young man, and, like
myself, struggling to get on. But I was sanguine, and light-hearted.
He easily persuades himself that he shall gain who has nothing to lose,
and is not afraid of attempting to clinib, when, if he fail in his first
step, he is in no danger of a fall. Arrived in Boston, I looked out for
an office wherein to study. But, then, as I knew none of the legal
gentlemen, and had no letter, this was an affair of some difficulty. Some
attempts to be received into a lawyer's office failed, properly enoxigh,'for
these reasons; although the reminiscence has since sometimes caused me
to smile."

Mr. Ticknor observes, that Mr. "Webster made but one
such unsuccessful application, and that he was in the presence
of the gentleman "but for a moment, who never remembered
the occurrence afterward. There was one member of that
bar, however, who had a quicker penetration, although his
associations and habits might perhaps have made access to
him under such circumstances even more difficult than to
others.

Christopher Gore, whose pupil Mr. Webster became in Eos-
ton, was the first district attorney of the United States for Mas-
sachusetts, having been appointed to that office by Washington
in 1/T89. . In 1Y96 lie was sent to England as a commissioner
under Jay's treaty, for the settlement of claims of citizens of the
United States for spoliations by British cruisers during the wars
of the French Revolution. He remained in London in the dis-
charge of that duty for nearly eight years; and, during an ab-
sence of the American, minister in 1803, he acted as cJiarge d'af-
faires. He was a man of good fortune, a scholar and a courtly
and polished gentleman, whose information and manners exhib-
ited the fruits of much intercourse with the world. He was,
too, an excellent commercial lawyer, fond of the practice of
Ms profession, in which his standing was eminently respectable.
On his return to Boston, shortly before Mr. Webster applied to
be received as Ms pupil, he had resumed his practice. Five
years afterward, in 1809, he was elected Governor' of Massa-
chusetts by the Federal party, but in the next year he waa